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Violent crime in the US is at a 40 year low, 
police violence is at a 40 year high. 
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Period Pals is coming back next week and we only have 5 entries so far. 
If you're interested, now is the perfect time to share your menstrual-themed 


haiku with the fandom of the Secret Admirer. To join the Period Pals email list, 
submit poems, and see what other people are writing, send an electronic mail 
to Wendy Otter at CornFairy@gmail.com 


Ask Lyra Foxx 


Hey Lyra. 


| really like the Secret Admirer. It has a spark 
of high art to it which is rare in free weeklies. 
Actually it’s rare in almost any format. My 
question is that I'm wondering if you and 
the other staff members are working on any 
other writing projects under different names, 
or if you have any other, bigger things in the 
works. Don’t get me wrong, | love the Secret 
Admirer, and I'm sure The Optimist will kill 
too, I'd just also love to read a longer book 
or even a novel that has this energy. Thanks, 
and keep it up. 


-A Fan 
D’aw, thanks! 


It really means a lot to hear this. To start, 
The Optimist is going to have a lot of lon- 
ger work in it. | know David is hemming 
away at a choose your own adventure se- 
rial fiction, and we plan on expanding the 
fables and myths element that we were 
running here for awhile. The whole proj- 
ect will be pretty fiction-heavy. Also, now 
that we have a new printer, a printer ca- 
pable of shooting out small books, we're 
all rummaging around in our notebooks 
and journals to make supplemental collec- 
tions of short fiction and personal essays 
and junk. 
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The book I’m working on now is about a 
girl and boy who come up with the idea 
that, when one is truly engaged in read- 
ing or writing a great book, their spirit is 
drawn into the story’s gravity, temporar- 
ily pulled from the body. So. They write a 
book together in which they are charac- 
ters living in a perfect world with magic, 
flight, immortality, everything. When they 
get to the beautiful crescendo of the story, 
they decide to cut their wrists and bleed 
out while reading and writing and living in 
their story together, theorizing that when 
their spirits depart their flesh, the gravity 
of the story will by enough to anchor them 
to their pages. They do this. The girl wakes 
up in a hospital after losing conscious- 
ness and soon finds that the boy has died. 
Sadder than ever, she returns to her life 
alone, realizing weeks later that the blank 
pages in the book are slowly filling with 
words in the boy’s handwriting. Stranger 
still, upon reading the new parts of the 
story, she sees that her character is still 
in the story as if she had also made it in. 
Cut to the boy. He was successful! He's in 
the fantasy world and the girl is with him 
and everything is perfect. But I’ve said too 
much already. Look for “Oh, Would That” in 
the Secret Family Publications 2015 Spring 
catalogue. Right? Thanks for the opportu- 
nity for shameless self-promotion. 


LyraFoxx@gmail.com 


All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2014 Secret Family Publications - You've got a secret admirer. 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


It’s a beautiful, glorious morning wake 
up world. This week's issue is special 
for 2 reasons. The first is that it is being 
constructed without using the inter- 
net in any way. The second is that all 
production is happening in public: at 
Rocket Cat Cafe to be precise. (Might 
we recommend the Nirvana: coconut 
water and iced espresso? Correct.) 


The reason for this break from usual 
production is that we are hanging out 
by the new office awaiting the freight 
delivery of the Riso HC5500 with op- 
tional finishing tower. This is the ma- 
chine on which we intend to print our 
forthcoming monthly magazine, The 
Optimist, so, we're excited and dis- 
tracted. Stomachs full of confetti and 
brains made of yarn. Glittery yellow 
coffee yarn. 


Just a moment ago, over a dozen po- 
lice cars were parked right outside, on 
the curb in front of Rocket Cat. A police 
helicopter and a news helicopter tee- 
tered high up in the air, buffeted by an 
easterly morning breeze. They just de- 
parted. Balls of discarded crime tape 
rustle by like urban tumbleweeds. 
We're not using the internet for this 
issue, however, so we don’t have any 
idea what happened. Suffice it to say 
that something happened in Fishtown 
on Monday morning. NEWS! 


Life lessons from the warm den: 

Today my torso is a coastline, said the 
Lyra Foxx. A sandy sweeping bay of 
green waves. | can hear the sea and 
feel hot sand on my stony thighs be- 
low the hem of my cloud line flutter 
skirt. Birds in my hair buzz like June 
bugs. | am everything. Oh hey, shit, my 
phone is ringing. It might be the print- 
er! Take over... Hello, this is Lrya-Y 


Er hrm. Ok. Today | see a tarnished 
mirror and recognize the rictus as my 
own, says the David Otter. The grime 
is not my reflection, nor is the mirror. | 
wonder if my reflection hovers in front 
of me invisibly when I’m not standing 
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by a mirror, like radio waves, silent until 
they find a radio. The answer is yes, be- 
cause | ama white man, and the circles 
in which | live, even the radical and art- 
sy circles, are a reflection of an identity 
that was handed to meat birth. My life 
lesson is that, after 31 years of talking 
and taking, | have finally learned that 
| should just shut the fuck up some- 
times. It’s an amazing feeling to finally 
be able to say that | at least somewhat 


understand the me! Thanks so much 


Since 2000 
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FIREHOUSE BI BYGLES 
50th& =A! i 
Baltimore Ave. Ye | WOLF CYCLES 
215-727-9692 4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 
Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), 


and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 10/1/2014 
www.firehousebicycles.com 


profound effectes® 
race, class 
and... s& 
< OK! That's good. Shut 


Sup now, shut it down, the print- 
er’s here! Time to work! 
Two hours later and now we're sit- 
ting on the sidewalk amidst an un- 
godly pile of packing materials. We 
have them unwrapped! 


Well they’re heavy! We can say that 
with moderate certainty. Now we're 
calling friends and looking for last min- 
ute help. It’s getting on in the day and 
we didn’t even make this week’s paper 
yet. Bummer. 

So David made a slide out of quadru- 
ple corrugated cardboard and folding 
chairs. With the help of our friend DJ 
and an exceptionally helpful postal 
carrier, we were able to slide it down 
and into the of- 
fice with 
minimal blood. 
Ok. So now it’s 
late and David is 
delirious. Time 
to finishing making this week’s issue! 
So get ready for an interesting issue. A 
very special conversation with exhaus- 
tion and success. A meditation on self- 
discovery and cosmic jokes. 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


FILMADELPHIA 
AT THE ROXY 


A LOCAL FILM SERIES 


EVERY MONTH 
PFS ROXY THEATER 


SUBMIT TODAY FOR FREE 
FILMADELPHIA.ORG 


WTF Pits Wacky é Facts! 
e Albanians have al- 
most 30 words for different kinds 
of moustaches, and over 30 words 
for different kinds of eyebrows. A 
Six ten-billionths of the sun is made 
of gold. This translates to roughly 
1,200,000,000,000,000 tons. A Bea- 
vers have transparent eyelids, so 
they can see underwater with their 
eyes closed. A In 1987, American 
Airlines saved $40,000 by removing 
one olive from each salad served 
in first class. A There are usually 
about twice as many hospitaliza- 
tions per year due to complications 
with pants than with chain saws. A 
You are 1% shorter in the evening 
than you are when you wake in the 
morning. A After six months of liv- 


ing in zero gravity, you would be 
3% taller. A The technical term for 
the physiological act of French kiss- 
ing is cataglottism. A At the end of 
an average life, 1.2 years are spent 
in darkness as a result of blinking. A 
When Usain Bolt broke the all time 
world record for the 100 meter dash 
in 2008, one of his shoes was untied 
the entire sprint. A 24 hours a day, 
honeybees know exactly where the 
sun is. A Every electron in the uni- 
verse is connected in ways we're 
only beginning to understand. A By 
the age of 18, the average US child 
will have seen 200,000 deaths on 
television. A Globally, the speed of 
the wind has dropped 60% in the 
last 30 years. A 
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Secret Admirer tanktops! 
Cool fashions and lovely fabric. 


Female and male-bodied sizes. 
small, medium, large, extra large 
gray, purple, or black fabric 

all with mustard yellow ink 
Printed locally at Awesome Dudes 
$15 and we mail it to your door 


True Comix 


Once, while | was bartending, these two guys said the following sentences 
at the same time. They then looked at each other for a long minute, and left 
through different doors without saying another word. 
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@Cross 
1. Damaging slice 
5. Steamy fiction 
9. Follow in secret 
14. Intercourse without consent 
15. Pertaining to the mouth 
16. Proximal to a city center 
17. Cloth smoothener 
18. A type of bean 
19. End 
20. Ceramic 
22. Armor for your thigh 
23. Return 
24. Patronage 
26. Michael and Buster’s brother 
29. Circuits 27. Cantankerous 
33. Noncommissioned officer 28. What the lamb goes 
38. Infuriate 30. Domesticated 
39. Deflating circle 31. Auspices 
40. Nigerian monetary unit 32. Collections 
42. Radiate 33. Ice cream vessel 
43. Cancel 34. Done 


1. Bellyache 

2. Moses’ brother 
3. Athletic contest 
4. Therefore 

5. Survey 

6. Murres 

7. Female vampire snake demon we 
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10. Keeper of the funds 
11. Fabrics made from goat hair 

on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


12. Glasgow gal 


13. What you take when the coach talks 
21. Therefore 
25. Oily 


LAST 


Rittenhouse Park 


toddler gal 1: (blowing bubbles and giggling 45. Adversity 35. Indian jam role] 
wearing a princess dress) AVE Something that negates 36. 3 sheets to the wind 
toddler gal 2- (walking by, winces and scowls 48. Vehicle for transferring pigment 37. Cover RIE|V| ILE | 
after a bubble pops in her face) | will 49. Secret meeting 41. Purge pannraeces lo[x]EIN| 
DESTROY you. 5) Gustomize 44. Belonging to this world WEEKS 
57. BracH 46. Eye discharge 
per pU te 50. Fistula 
El Train 60. Passable sae 
Bee ps . . age as 51. Weighty books 
guy- Reading is kind of like watching HBO 63. Pejorative for sex worker 53, Hyrax 
shows. 64. Portent 54. A white poplar 
65. Average 55. Student of Socrates 
Sou ftcseciceceestenstsenvtecteien acrtetesanavelsccuawiacten anes Sesaeuasevieccsnamenecinaaiel Applebee's 66. Energize 56. Part of a joint 


67. A fitting reward 57. Hogwarts’ mail carriers 

68. Countertenor 58. Lash 

69. Shovel 59. Hottest thing in the known universe 
70. Inquires 61. Scallion 

71. A gas found in harsh lights 62. Concludes 


difficult guy 1- I'm like a gourmet foodie, but for drinks. 
What do you call that? Is it still foodie? 


guy 2- Uhh, sure. 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 
Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 
animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 
anks for reading! 


16&Chestnut 
gal- The human body can survive 10 days with- 
out water, but only 5 hours without wifi. 


Gay Pizza, 13&Locust 
gal-| rode a horse on acid once. | mean, | was on 
acid. The horse was straight edge. 
Keep em comin’! 
text: 603 203 4766 
email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


1- Who was in Nirvana with Kurt Cobain and Dave Grohl? , 
2- How.many moons does. Mars have? I 
3- Who killed Fyodor Karamazov? I 
4- How many spikes are on the Statue of Liberty’s crown? I 
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, It gets better. , 
1 
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5- Name the clown in Stephen King’s /t. 1 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


or text 603 203 4766 ANSWERS ONBACK ? 


